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Admissions

Applicants for admission to the University are required to meet the academ-
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On-Campus Living Requirement for Freshman

The Board of Regents has established a freshman residency policy that states: “All
undergraduate, full-time students (those) enrolled in 12 or more semester credit hours)
with fewer than 24 earned semester credit hours are required to reside in a University-
operated residence hall.” Exemptions may be granted for those who 1) reside with a
parent, guardian, or other adult relative; 2) are 21 years of age by the first class day;
3) enroll only in evening classes; 4) are married or have dependent children; 5) have
a medical exemption signed by a doctor; or 6) have earned 24 or more credit hours.
Official documentation verifying exemptions to this policy may be required by the
University Housing Office. Questions concerning this policy should be directed to the
Housing Office at (409) 880-8111.

Residency Status

A student’s state of residency is determined prior to first enrollment in accordance
with rules and regulations established by the Texas State Legislature and the Texas
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offered the opportunity to explore various majors and careers through advising, guest
speakers, faculty representatives, and related activities.

Students who are THEA-restricted and/or under the provisions of Individual
Approval admission—with or without a declared major—are advised in the Office of
Developmental Studies, 110 ROTC Building, phone 880-8954.

University Advising Centers

All Lamar University students are encouraged to receive academic advisement prior
to registration. The University provides several academic advising centers to assist
students with course selection and registration. The Center for General Studies (Suite
107, Communications Building, Phone 880-7570) provides assistance and guidance
for students who have not selected a major and who are exploring various major field
options. The Center also assists students with course selection and the completion of
the core curriculum. Interaction with advisors and activities throughout the semester
are designed to help students clarify their academic goals. Advising centers for stu-
dents interested in business (120 Galloway Business Building, phone 880-8607) and
engineering (2608 Cherry Building, Phone 880-8810) are available also. Students who
are THEA restricted and/or subject to provisions of Individual Approval admissions
are advised in the Office of Developmental Studies (110 ROTC Building, phone 880-
8954).

Credit by Examination

Lamar University students may qualify for college credit and/or advanced standing
through optional testing programs. Students may qualify for credit through the College
Level Examination Program (CLEP) or Advanced Placement Examinations (AP). Scores
will only be accepted from the CLEP or AP boards.

Except for satisfying the course work in residence and the state-mandated American
History and American Government requirements, credit earned by examination is
equivalent to credit earned by taking the course and may be used to satisfy bachelor’s
degree requirements as defined in the catalog under “Degree Requirements.” CLEP/AP
test and score requirements are subject to change without notice.

1. College Level Examination Program (CLEP)

Lamar University awards credit on the basis of most of the Subject
Examinations of the College Level Examination Programs. The essay sections
of the English Composition and literature examinations are required and the
final determination for the awarding of equivalent English credit is based solely
upon the strength of the written essays. Credit will not be awarded by exami-
nation to students who have prior credit for the same course or its equivalent.
Grades will not be assigned, nor will hours be used in the computation of grade
point averages.

CLEP
CREDIT-GRANTING STANDARDS

Composition and Literature

Examination Credit-Granting Credit Granted Equivalent Course
Score

American Literature 50 3 hours * English 2326

Analyzing and 50 3 hours * English 1302

Interpreting Literature
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Composition 50 3/6 hours * English 1301, 1374
Freshman

English British 50 3 hours * English 2320
Literature

*Note: To receive CLEP credit for composition or literature classes, students must achieve the established
credit-granting score of 50 (or higher), AND complete the optional essays. Essays are graded by Lamar
University Department of English and Foreign Languages faculty. The final determination for awarding of
equivalent credit is based solely upon the strength of the written essays.

Business
Examination Credit-Granting Credit Granted Equivalent Course
Score

Financial 55 6 hours Accounting2301/
Accounting Accounting 2302

Business Law, 50 3 hours Business Law 3310
Introduction

Information Systems and 50 3 hours *See Note
Computer Application

Management, 50 3 hours MGMT 3310
Principles of

Marketing, 50 3 hours Marketing 3310

Principles of

*Note: A student, after passing the Information Systems and Computer Applications CLEP Exam, must then
demonstrate on a Program or Package Usage test in the Computer Science department before they may receive
credit in the following 3-hour course: COSC 1371.

History and Social Sciences

Examination Credit-Granting Credit Granted Equivalent Course
Score
American 50 3 hours Political Science 2302
Government
Introduction to History of 50 3 hours History 1301

the United States I: Early
Colonializations to 1877

History of the United States Il: 50 3 hours History 1302
1865 to the Present

Human Growth and 50 3 hours Psychology 2308
Development

Macroeconomics, 50 3 hours Economics 2301
Principles of

Microeconomics, 50 3 hours Economics 2302
Principles of

Psychology, 50 3 hours Psychology 2301
Introduction

Sociology, 50 3 hours Sociology 1301
Introduction

Western Civilization I: 50 3 hours History 3321
Ancient Near East to 1648

Western Civilization 1I: 50 3 hours History 3322

1648 to the Present
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Science and Mathematics

Examination Credit-Granting Credit Granted Equivalent Course

Score
College Algebra 50 3 hours Math 1314
Biology* 50 6 hours General Biology
Calculus, Geometry | 50 4 hours Math 2413
Pre-calculus 50 3 hours Math 2312

*Note: will not fulfill core lab science requirement

Foreign Language

Examination Credit-Granting Credit Granted Equivalent Course

Score

French, Level 1 50 6 hours French 1311, 1312

French, Level 2 62 12 hours French 1311, 1312,
2311, 2312

German, Level 1 50 6 hours German 1311, 1312

German, Level 2 63 12 hours German 1311, 1312
2311, 2312

Spanish, Level 1 50 6 hours Spanish 1311, 1312

Spanish, Level 2 66 12 hours Spanish 1311, 1312,

2311, 2312

Advanced Placement Examinations

Applicants who wish to receive credit for college-level work completed
in high school may do so by submitting scores from the College Entrance
Examination Board’s Advanced Placement Examinations. Examinations are
given each May by high schools. Arrangements are made through high school
counselors. Subject matter areas and the basis for granting credits are listed as
follows:

Subject Area Required Score Credit Granted
Art Score of 3 or above Art 1316 or Art 1311
Biology Score of 3 or above Biology 1406-1407
Calculus
AB Test Score of 3 or above Math 1325 or Math 2413
BC Test Score of 3 or above Math 2312, 2413 and 2414
Chemistry Score of 3 or above Chemistry 1411

Computer Science
A Test
AB Test
Economics (Micro)
Economics (Macro)
English Lang Comp

English Lit Comp
Foreign Language

Score of 4 or 5
Score of 4 or 5
Score of 3 or above
Score of 3 or above
Score of 4 or 5
Score of 3

Score of 3 or above
Score of 3

Score of 4

Score of 5

Comp. Sci. 1336

Comp. Sci. 1336 and 1337
Economics 2302
Economics 2301

English 1301-1302
English 1301

ENGL 1302

1311

1311 and 1312

1311, 1312 and 2311
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Government/Compar.  Score of 3 or above 3 hours elective (non-advanced)

Government/Pols Score of 3 or above Political Sci. 2302
History/American Score of 3 or above History 1301-1302*
Music Score of 3 orabove MUTY 1311
Psychology (GEN) Score of 3 or above PSYC 2301

Physics B Score of 3 or above Physics 1401-1402
Physics C (Mechanics) Score of 3 or above Physics 2425
Physics C (E & M) Score of 3 or above Physics 2426
Statistics Score of 3 or above MATH 1342

3. Advanced Standing Examinations

Advanced standing examinations are intended only for those students who have
had the equivalent, in formal or informal training, of the work being presented in the
course in question. Credit may be granted to those who pass departmental advanced
standing examinations with a grade of “B” or better. Normally, departmental examina-
tions will be given only if CLEP subject examinations are not available.

To secure permission for such examinations, a student must obtain the written
permission of the dean of the college and the department chair responsible for the
course. A fee must be paid to the Cashier’s Office. Forms are available in the office of
the department chair. Advanced standing examinations will not be approved for skill
courses. A student having received a grade (passing or failing) in a course may not take
an advanced standing examination in that course.

4. International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program

Lamar University recognizes the IB Diploma Program. Students who receive an IB
diploma and receive scores of “4” or above on Higher Level (HL) or Standard Level
(SL) examinations will be awarded a minimum of 24 semester credit hours (See table).
Students who have not received an IB diploma may be granted credit on an individual
course-by-course basis as determined by participating academic departments. A copy of
the official IB transcript must be submitted to the Office of Undergraduate Admissions
to receive transfer credit. All applicable Texas Statutes and Lamar University policies
must be complied with and are still in effect for course transferability

International Baccalaureate Program

Examination Credit-Granting Score Credit Granted Equivalent Course

Group 1 - Language

English HL 6 hours English 1301, 1302

SL 3 hours English 1301

Extended Essay AorB 3 hours English 1302

Group 2 - Second Language

Spanish HL 12 hours Spanish 1311, 1312
2311, 2312

Spanish SL 6 hours Spanish 1311, 1312

French HL 12 hours French 1311, 1312,
2311, 2312

French SL 6 hours French 1311, 1312

German HL 12 hours German 1311, 1312,
2311, 2312

German SL 6 hours German 1311, 1312
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Group 3 - Individuals and Societies

History Europe HL or SL 3 hours History 3322

History Americas HL 6 hours History 1301, 1302
SL 3 hours History 1301

Economics HL 6 hours Economics 2301, 2302
SL 3 hours Economics 2301

Psychology HL or SL 3 hours Psychology 2301

Anthropology HL or SL 3 hours Anthropology 2351

Group 4 - Experimental Sciences

Chemistry HL 8 hours Chemistry 1411, 1412
SL 4 hours Chemistry 1411

Biology HL 8 hours Biology 1406, 1407
SL 4 hours Biology 1406

Physics HL 8 hours Physics 1401, 1402
SL 4 hours Physics 1401

Group 5 - Math and Computer Science

Mathematics HL 4 hours Math 2413

Math Studies SL 3 hours Math 1325

Further Math SL 3 hours Math 1316

Computer Science HL 6 hours Comp. Sci. 1336, 1337
SL 3 hours Comp. Sci. 1336

Group 6 - Arts

Visual Arts A HL or SL 3 hours Theatre 1310

Visual Arts B HL or SL 3 hours Fine Arts 1301

Music HL or SL 3 hours Music 1306

Admission Requirements for College Transfers

Students who have attended another college or university will be considered for
admission to Lamar University under the requirements listed below. Former students
of Lamar who attend another university other than during a summer term will also
have to meet the following transfer admission requirements:

1. Submit application for admission.

2. Have an official copy of all college and/or university transcripts on file by

application deadline.

3. Beeligible to re-enter all colleges and/or universities previously attended.

4. Have a cumulative grade point average of at least 2.0 on a 4.0 scale for all work

attempted.

5. Students who transfer less than 18 hours must also submit and meet the

entrance credentials and requirements of a first-time-in-college student.

6. Applicants not fully meeting all transfer requirements may be reviewed and

considered for admission on an individual basis.
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How to Apply for Admission

The following procedure should be followed in making application for admission.
All credentials should be sent to the Office of Admissions, Lamar University, Box
10009, Beaumont, Texas 77710.

1. Submit application for admission on the official form, online at www.lamar.edu
or through the Texas Common Application at www.applytexas.com.

2. Submit official transcripts from each college previously attended. This require-
ment applies regardless of the length of time in attendance and regardless of
whether credit was earned or is desired. Students will not be allowed to regis-
ter until all college transcripts are on file in the Admissions Office.

3. Students transferring fewer than 18 semester credit hours must take the SAT or
ACT and/or have a record of these scores sent to the Office of Admissions.

Undergraduate Application Fee
A one-time, non-refundable undergraduate application fee of $25.00 is charged to
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3. Transfers from a junior college are limited to 66 semester hours or the number
of hours required by the University during the freshman and sophomore years
in the chronological order in which the student plans to enroll. No junior col-
lege credits will be considered for transfer as upper-level (junior-senior) credits.

4. Acceptance to the University does not constitute acceptance to a particular
degree program.

5. Transfer students will be informed of the amount of credit that will transfer no
later than the end of the first academic term in which they are enrolled.

American Council on Education (ACE) Credit
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Access to educational records directly related to a student will be granted to him or
her unless the type of record is exempt from the provision of the law.

The types, locations and names of custodians of educational records maintained by
the University are available from the registrar.

Access to records by persons other than the student will be limited to those persons
and agencies specified in the statute. Records will be maintained of persons granted
such access and the legitimate interest in each case.

The release of information to the public without the consent of the student will be
limited to the categories of information which have been designated by the University
as directory information and which will be routinely released. The student may
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International Students
International students are entitled to all student services and programs for which they
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Minimum scores for English proficiency are as follows:

Test iBT PBT/TWE IELTS
Totals 61 500 6.0
Writing Component 20 5 6.0

Students who fail the Writing Component are required to take and pass Academic
English (LLIA1301) in addition to their regular course load.

Students whose English proficiency does not allow them to be accepted to Lamar
University may apply for admission to the Bridge Program. Detailed information about
this program is available at the International Student Services office. This program
allows students to take six hours of academic studies while taking six hours of English
instruction with LLI. Students remain in the Bridge Program until they have success-
fully completed their required LLI courses and passed the iBT, PBT/TWE or IELTS.

Scores for Bridge applicants are as follows:
Test iBT PBT/TWE IELTS
Totals 51-60  475-499 6.0

Students submitting PBT scores will be given English proficiency tests upon arrival
at Lamar for placement into required LLI courses.

All foreign students who have not completed successfully a minimum of three
college hours prior to Fall, 1989, must complete the State-mandated Texas Success
Initiative (TSI) Test. Registration forms for testing are available in the Lamar University
testing center.

International students who plan to transfer to Lamar University from another col-
lege or university in the United States must have completed at least two regular semes-
ters with at least 30 semester hours of transferable work. An average of “C” (2.0) on all
work attempted is required. English proficiency must be demonstrated by submitting
the scores mentioned earlier in this section. Applicants may be required to submit rec-
ommendations from teachers or foreign student advisors. The usual transfer standards
apply except that tests may be required if unconditional eligibility is not established.
Students should be aware that certain departments may require higher academic profi-
ciency for admission to their program.

International students must present proof of sufficient financial resources to
meet the cost of attending Lamar University. International students are required to
have health insurance coverage for the duration of their stay in the United States.
International students who plan to drive an automobile in the State of Texas must have
liability insurance.

Information on the SAT may be obtained by writing to the College Entrance
Examination Board, Box 595, Princeton, New Jersey 08540, U.S.A. Scores must be
received directly from the testing service. Photocopies or student copies of test scores
will not be accepted.

Application forms, test scores, financial statement and complete educational
records must be on file by the dates indicated: April 15 for Fall Semester; September 1
for Spring Semester; and January 15 for Summer Sessions.

Special application forms and details on the procedure to follow in making appli-
cation for admission to Lamar University may be secured by writing to the Office of
Admissions.

Applicants accepted by Lamar University are required to attend a special orienta-
tion program for international students new to the Lamar campus. Dates for the pro-
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gram will be indicated upon acceptance and noted on form 1-20, “date of arrival.”
Failure to attend the program will delay registration for one semester. The program is
designed to facilitate a smooth adjustment to the Lamar campus.

Early Admission Programs

Early admission is possible at Lamar University for the academically superior
student. Specific early admission programs link the University and high schools to
provide college credit opportunities for high school students. These programs offer
qualified high school students the opportunity to enroll in college courses during their
junior and senior years. Lamar has four methods of early admission:

] Pre-Collegellll
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English 2320
English 2326
English 2331
History 1301
History 1302
Math 1314

British Literature
American Literature
World Literature
US History |

US History Il
College Algebra

230 Reading and 220/5 Writing
230 Reading and 220/5 Writing
230 Reading and 220/5 Writing
230 Reading
230 Reading
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students are strongly urged to submit their application for the fall semester by March
31 of the preceding term. Additional information is available by contacting the program
director at (409) 839-2995.

Texas Success Initiative (TSI) and the Texas Higher Education
Assessment (THEA) Test

As mandated by Texas law, The Texas Success Initiative (TSI) states that all Texas
public institutions of higher education shall assess the academic skills of each entering
undergraduate student to determine the student’s readiness to enroll in freshman-level
academic coursework. TSI includes a testing component, the THEA test, designed to
identify and provide diagnostic information about the reading, mathematics and writ-
ing skills of each student.

All STUDENTS ADMITTED TO LAMAR UNIVERSITY (LU) MUST TAKE THE

THEA TEST, AND SCORES FROM THE TEST MUST BE RECEIVED BY LU BEFORE
STUDENTS CAN BE ADVISED AND REGISTERED FOR COURSEWORK.
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Minimum Passing Standards

The following minimum passing standards shall be used by Lamar University to

determine a student’s readiness to enroll in freshman-level academic coursework:
THEA: Reading - 230; Mathematics - 230; Writing - 220.

The minimum passing standard for the written essay portion of THEA is a score of 6.
However, an essay with a score of 5 will meet this standard if the student meets the objec-
tive writing test standard.

Lamar University may require higher passing standards; check the departmental
offerings for specific pre-requisites.

Advisement and Plan for Academic Success

For each student who fails to meet the minimum passing standards, Lamar
University shall:

a. Establish a program to advise the student regarding developmental education
necessary to ensure the readiness of that student in performing freshman-level
academic coursework.

b. Determine a plan, working with the student, for academic success, which shall
include developmental education and may include provisions for enrollment in
appropriate non-developmental coursework.

Each plan for academic success shall:

a. Be designed on an individual basis to provide the best opportunity for each stu-
dent to succeed in performing freshman-level academic coursework.

b. Provide to the student a description of the appropriate developmental educa-
tion considered necessary to ensure the readiness of that student to perform
freshman-level academic coursework.

c. Provide to the student an appropriate measure for determining readiness to per-
form freshman-level academic coursework.

For more information about the Texas Success Initiative, the THEA test, or

Developmental Education at Lamar University, please contact the Office of
Developmental Studies at (409) 880-8954.



